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While City and State transportation agencies 
work on “solving” congestion in the Seaport 
District by adding 60 Hubway bikes, capable 
of serving two busloads, the private sector 
has stepped up with a high-capacity proposal. 
Developer Millennial-Vicennial’s scheme is a 
new gondola system which will transport thou- 
sands of people within the district high above 
the vehicle-strangled roadways. Unlike the 
Mexico City Mexicable, Boston gondolas will 
be huge in order to carry the projected volume 
with 20-second headways. 

The stations will be fully accessible (by 
drone and helicopter) and fares will be col- 
lected by a transponder carried by each rider 
(gondolier). Responding to questions about 
safety and emergency evacuations, plans now 
on the drawing boards include parachutes for 
some of the higher stations along with alterna- 
tive slides. Sport paragliding from the towers 
along Summer Street is also being considered 
as a weekend activity for residents which could 
bring in some needed funding for financing this system. BPDA 
Design Review has requested the proponent paint murals on the 
80-foot-high towers. 

ABC (A Better Canoe) is promoting a complementary system to 
deal with rising sea levels. ABC wants go-kart connections to be re- 


>» 


NANFOR MER 


The truly highbrow rag for people who can read...April Fool’s issue 


Up, Up and taht Al 


ISSN 1552-4655 + $15/yr. 








Apel 1,2018 


" 





Rendering of proposed gondola service to the Seaport District at start-up. Developer commits to adding 
more cars in year two. 


quired at the second or third floor in all new buildings in the district. 
Oar-driven craft (read canoe or rowboat) will service the ground floor 
level and will include valet service to higher-end facilities. Note: Ser- 
vice dolphins have been considered, but this would require the water 
to be preheated and may take some big thinking. 


Bike Share Use Piles Higher and Higher 


The Walsh Administration’s “Go Boston 2030” Plan focuses on — until 2030 and no time to think big. 
so-called multi-modal solutions, and about 30 percent of the Plan’s An evolving transportation policy has been bike share that started 
prepnges are bike-pedestrian projects. Nowonder—it’sonly 12 years as a way to solve the “last mile” gap after transit. Boston is now 
= Dm mi adopting the Chinese system of bike sharing for 
| commuters at MBTAstations, adockless system 
that officials say will save money on shifting 
bikes from station to station. The commuter 
picks up a random bicycle at the station to get 
home, then returns in the morning and leaves it 
M on the pile. Giving respect to NECCO wafers 
® with this colorful palette the new multi-colored 
bikes will definitely attract more and more riders. 
The City discussed having different kinds 
of bikes for first, second and third class pas- 
sengers, such as racing bikes, power-assisted 
bikes, motor bikes, powered wheelchairs, etc., 
but concluded that this was too complex for the 
Boston Bikes agency to understand. 
There will be insurance policies available for 
commuters who fear getting buried in the piles 
# of bicycles. 
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Dockless shared bikes at Massachusetts Avenue MBTA station. This is the latest bike promotion Mayor 
Walsh hails as an effective solution to congestion. 


Movies Not to Miss! 


The Shape of Water — documentary outlining how 
coastlines will change due to global warming and that Boston 
will revert to its | 7th century coastline if nothing is done. 





Gringo — Mexican movie about the current President of 
the United States. 


The Insult — describes how the BPDA secretly changed 
the draft Downtown Waterfront Municipal Harbor Plan 
without notice to the Advisory Committee or the public. 


A Wrinkle in Time — 
the story of a man who 
travels forward in time 
and finds politicians still 
arguing about the same 
subjects with no resolu- 
tion in sight. 


The Touch — an instruc- 
tional movie for politicians 
on how to raise money 
without really promising anything. 





Loveless —the sad story of Republicans in Massachusetts. 


Every Day - a new way of governing by sending out 
Tweets daily in the early morning. 


Logan Lucky — comedy about State Police assigned to 
Logan Airport and other Massport properties. 


MBTA Solves Capacity Problems 


A recent report from the Central Transportation Planning Staff 
(CTPS) identified a key deterrent to MBTA bus use. In 5-minute 
surveys of drivers stuck in Dewey Square traffic, CTPS asked 
drivers why they did not take the bus. CTPS planner Bill Kounter 
said, “Responses included, ‘I’m a [neuroscientist] but | have no 
idea where to get a bus or how to find out’ and ‘I don’t like sitting 
next to strangers.’ But the most common reason given was, ‘Tm 
afraid I’ll miss the bus or it will be so crowded I can’t on.’” 

Consistent with whatever the latest transportation slogan 
is, award-winning MBTA service planning guy Erik Rec- 
tifier developed a solution to lure people to take the bus. 
He said the new MBTA “Ped!” program—Lyft/Uber equivalent 
that uses 200 cargo bikes for that really groovy “green” expe- 
rience—will be pressed into service on congested bus routes. 

: Routes that rou- 
tinely leave peo- 
ple behind will 
» be supplemented 
s with Straggler 
Runs from Pedl. 
Like regular 
Pedl service, the 
Straggler Runs 
operate like Trol- 
ley Tour tourist 
buses, a “hop-on, 
hop-off” system 
(mostly hop-off). 





MBTA Pedi on-demand service does duty on the 
Straggler Run in Jamaica Plain. 











Gondola Vision Sparks Interest 
in Gondolier 


Private developer Millennium Partners’ proposal to run 
gondolas from South Station to the Marine Industrial Park 
in South Boston has generated interest in gondolier Felix 
Nadar, the 1850s French photographer who took the first 
aerial photograph from a balloon. The Felix Nadar Society 
(Boston chapter) is pushing for training for prospective gon- 

> doliers including evac- 
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nials addicted to their 
phones. 

Clark University, 
a national leader in 
remote sensing, has 
teamed with the FNS 
to promote periodic 
aerial photography 
along the line. Clark 
researchers are look- 
ing into a way to 
prevent the automated 
cameras from captur- 
ing the goings-on in 
hotel rooms. 

















The Felix Nadar Society is calling for gondolier 
training for the So. Boston aerial transit service. 





BPDA Offers Tips for Urban Living 


Demonstrating that the $670,000 + re-branding and commu- 
nications strategy in 2016 was worth it, the Boston Planning 
and Development Agency (BPDA) has started a series of “Tips 
for Happy Urban Living.” The first Tips were hand-delivered to 
units in advance of the January 4 snowstorm. However, many 
copies in Charlestown, Seaport, and Down- 
town Waterfront got soaked or floated away. 
These Tips were a guide for dealing with “a 
my storm that creates a flooding event in Boston” 
includes “avoid driving, bicycling or walking 
in flooded streets” (good advice unless it’s July 
and over 90 degrees). 

BPDA press office reports the “Tips for 
Happy Urban Living” series will provide useful 
information timed to seasons, major events in 
the City, after Mayor de Blasio in New York 
City issues something Boston can copy, and 
after major storms or other natural disasters. 
The“Tips for Happy Urban Living” series will include: 

¢ Look both ways before crossing even on a one-way street 

¢ Always clean up after your dog 

* Watch for people who don’t clean up after their dog 

¢ Wear your boots in the snow 

¢ Rent a houseboat during extreme high tides 

¢ Carry an umbrella when it’s raining 

* On a bike, follow the “Rules of the Road” except when 

they don’t make sense 

¢ Walk on the “green” and not in between 
¢ Eat an apple every day. 
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New Proposal for Revitalizing City Hall Plaza 





You saw it here in The Bos- 
ton Informer: "Reliefis coming to 
Boston" with public, self-cleaning street 
toilets. The Boston Informer has ob- 
tained a never-before-released photo of 
the prototype for the City's street toilet. 

The City received three proposals to 
design and install the toilets, plus bus 


= J shelters, trash bins, and other assorted 
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© 41 street furniture. The project will be paid 


for by the sale of advertising on the 


SS) furiture and paper supplies. 





April 1, 1999 


The latest proposal for City Hall Plaza— 
initiated by the Boston Redevelopment Authority, 
General Services Administration, Boston 600, 
Memphis 2000, and 7-11 stores—is to expand the 
much-heralded tent structure currently adoming 
the Plaza. The tentis left over from Christmas when 
it held the Enchanted Village exhibit. The tent has 
since been used to store hundreds of trash barrels 
removed from city streets because they were full. 

The genesis of the expanded-tent design is the 
British Millennium Dome in Greenwich, England. 
Greenwich officials have agreed to send their Dome 
t0 Boston as soonas possible, an act thatwill please 
the people of Greenwich. United Rent-All has been 
selected to provide the additional tent structure 
needed to complete the effect, creatively dubbed 
"big tent over City Hall Plaza" by city officials. 

Representatives from the Anti-Brick Coalition, 
the new name for the Trust for City Hall Plaza 
(renamed when people said they didn't trust them) 
said the tent structure provides an easy way to 
back off its insistence that a hotel is necessary to 
fund upkeep of the public open space. in addition to 
pleasing space for vendors to sell high-end Beanie 
Babies and other do-dads, the City will lease space 
at exorbitant rates to the Central Artery/Tunnel 
project for an “information center* and really rake 
in the money. Also, a casino below-grade in the 
old Scollay Square MBTA station is proposed 
with a 3 percent return to the City offered by 
Caesar's Place and Harrah's. 

Questions remain about the on-again, off-again 
Congress Street pedestrian bridge. If the bridge is 
built, designers want to integrate it with the tent 
Some have argued the overpass should be a cable- 
Stay bridge; others have said it should be supported 
from the overhead tent structure to make that al- 
important connection to the public space. This all- 
important debate will rage for some time. 

Support for the new tent-dome structure has 
been strong. Hilton's Tent City offered to donate a 
five-year's supply of seam sealer and Beacon Hill 
residents praising the plan, because it creates 
plenty ofroom for hotair from City Hall bureaucrats. 


Anextensive public process provided 
design input. The public wantec a “less 
is more" design. The chosen design 
evokes an earlier age in juxtaposition 
with the high-tech era of the new millen- 
nium. Traditional materials will be used, 
including rocks from the Big Dig. 

The use of natural materials has com- 
plicated plans for advertising on the tot- 
lets. The manufacturer is considenng 
adding a changeable message sign at the 
roof's peak for the commercial messages. 
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MassPike Unveils Newbury Street Air Rights Plan—Bolstered by recent meetings at which neighborhood groups, the city council, state | 
representatives and abutters lamented the "scar" caused by the Turnpike Extension, MassPike officials released a proposal it says will unify the separated | 
neighborhoods The proposal was presented in the green plastic bus shelter on Massachusetts Avenue, recently designated historic 

Plans call for a massive development that will have almost no traffic impact because living and working spaces will be combined under one roof. Business 
quarters will be in the jower 10 floors with living quarters in the floors above Two towers will contain elevators and landing stages for airplanes. Elevators, 
not cars, will take people from home to work, eliminating auto traffic. However MassPike will collect tolls on elevators for a sure revenue stream. When 
questioned about the project's scale and its blocking sunlight at the nearby Fenway Studios, MassPike said “knitting the city together” with this plan includes 
_ moving the 100-year-old Fenway Studios into one of the project's exterior quarters where there is an abundance of natural light 
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Convention Center—Inamove to keep 
the convention center afloat, Massport has 
proposed using the Black Falcon Terminal at 
the Reserved Channel in South Boston as the 
base of operations for the Queen Mary and the 
John k. Kennedy Aircraft Carner as the con- 
vention center of choice. The aircraft carrier 
could also be used as a floating casino with 
convenwioncers staying on the Queen Mary 
for the duration of the conventions. 

Top figures in Boston's hospitality business 
were somewhat askance at these ideas, but 
World Trade Center advisors were urging 
shift approval. An altemative convention cen- 
ter docking location, the East Boston Piers, 
Was proposed by consultants eager to do yet 
another piers reuse study. Chelsea Creek as a 
docking location was also suggested. 





Air Rights Cause Concern for Air 
Rights— Nike Town, that Newbury Street 
Store where you can spend $200 on a pair of 
sneakers, has concem over the patent rights 
for air in its new "swoosh" in Nike Air shoes 
since the Massachusetts Tumpike Authority 
started its quest for Air Rights development 
with the proposed Reebok shoe store project 
at Massachusetts Avenue, Pronation Palace. 
Some have suggested that MassPtke could 
have Air Lefts, but the current Administra- 
tion abhors lefts and the traffic analysis said 
this could be confusing to dnvers. 

Also, as it appears the shoe industry views 
Boston as the city of the discalced, there is 
talk of Bruno Magli setting up a multi- 
screen, multi-level, multi-event resort on 
the MassPike air rights. Indebted to OJ 
Simpson for making him a household word, 


Bruno Magli would include a golf course in 
the resort complete with large video screens 
that penodically would show 32 images of 
the key evidence in OJ's civil tral, the star 
himself in Bruno Magli shoes. 


A Surface Boulevard nears completion —Despite being hit by cost-containment measures in the 
third version of NASTEA (formerly ISTEA), the long-awaited Surface Boulevard of the Central Artery 
Project will soon be done. Some utilities were forced to be placed above ground and ail street trees were 
deferred. Urban designers lamented the lack of signage controls because MassPike, owners of the Central 
Artery, are not subject to local zoning. However, pundits note the surface boulevard is a thriving destination, 
not a wasteland, due in part to privatization that has brought on firms such as Yoshihara Construction 


Headlines 
You'll Never Read 


Y BPDA tells Waterfront Zoning Committee 
‘sorry for wasting 3 years of its time 


/ New Northern Ave. Bridge funding in place 


Y City aids MBTA, funds neighborhood 
transit 


Y Sec. Pollack rides new bike to State House 


Y BPDA's Director of Planning Sara Myerson 
says something 


Y Developer Don Chiofaro leaves town 
Y WalkBoston says wide streets are safer 


/ MBTA believes no expansion needed 
despite population and jobs surges 


/ State acknowledges Rose Kennedy Green- 
way is a State Park; agrees to fund it 


More Parking Changes Coming 


The City of Boston is considering changes to its exper- 
imental program that increased on-street parking fees in 
Back Bay and Seaport. The City concluded that not only 
did it collect a ton more parking-meter money, it also 
thinks maybe there were 2% fewer cars circling the block 
looking for a parking space. 

After trying to make heads or tales of nine months of 
data from parking meters, traffic signals, aerial photo- 

graphs, air quality monitoring 
stations, retail sales and pavement 
condition evaluations, the City 
came up with additional factoids. 
The City’s IT group crunched 
the numbers in their data-analy- 
sis program and found the bigger 
picture is that parking violations 
occur at 9.126% for City residents 
and a “surprising” 51.61% for commuter vehicles. The 
Boston Transportation Department is proposing, annually 
beginning in 2019, that 9.126% of registered vehicles in 
Boston receive a $50 parking ticket on July | (start of the 
fiscal year) and then not get a parking ticket for the next 
decade. Some 51% of random commuter vehicles will in- 
cur a monthly transponder parking charge also beginning 
July 1, 2019. The Mayor described this system as “a pain- 
less way to collect money” from non-residents since no 
one EVER checks his/her E-ZPass account. 

The program changes will allow the City to remove me- 
ters and wheel lock “boot” installs and towing, eliminate 
meter “maids” and disband the mini-industry at City Hall 
centered on billing and collecting money for violations. 








Simon says, ‘Touch your toes and look for the 
missing contact lens’ 


The Commonwealth’s 
“Healthy Transportation Di- 
rective” was taken to heart 
by MassDOT crews in the 
Weston Turnpike bunker. 
The Bonkers Administra- 
tion’s goal is for the state 

to lose 3 millions pounds 
(Oklahoma City lost about 

| million collective pounds) 
through exercise, walking 
instead of taking the MBTA 
(and beating it!), shutting 
off escalators and elevators, 
finger drumming and fidgeting; shivering in much cooler buildings, and eat- 
ing like a bird. MassDOT employees have already lost 105 pounds. 
Reader’s bonus: Find the person who didn’t get the sartorial instructions. 


Hi-Ho, Hi-Ho, It’s Off to Work We Go 


Building on the booming We Work shared workspace model, the MBTA is 
looking to start a program creatively called “WeWorkCommute” on the up- 
per level of the two-level commuter rail cars and rapid transit cars. Aimed at 
those bored with staring across the table at the same annoying person in the 
communal work space, WeWorkCommute will utilize rented spaces (tables 

and seats) on the train, 
charging by the hour, 
day, week and more for 
the work space. Antici- 
pating difficulty getting 
some “workers” to leave 
when engrossed in Soli- 
taire or shopping online, 
the MBTA has added 
sleeper capability (add- 
ed cost for overnight) 
on some lines. Charlie- 
_ Cards will be charged to 


Red Line WeWorkCommute offers combination work-sleep enter and exit. 
space at discounted price. 





What is This? 


| Have some fun thinking about 
what and where in Boston this 
could happen sometime. Then be 
the first to correctly identify this 
image and win something. 











Use your imagination with the 
clues... 

|) Boulder 

2) Bolder 

3) 340 tons 





Send guesses to The Boston Informer at bostoninformer@cs.com. Winner 
will be chosen randomly from correct entries received by April 9. 


= Boston INFORMER 


A publication of ATC Information, Inc. 
Welcome to 
The Boston MisInformer, 


the annual April Fool’s issue of The Boston Informer, an other- 
wise “serious” newsletter covering development, construction and 
transportation downtown. 








The Boston Informer is published electronically by ATC In- 
formation, Inc., four or five times yearly in Boston, Mass. Pres- 
ident: Anthony Casendino; vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, 
Chris Fincham. 

The Boston Informer is available by subscription only. 
Via e-mail, $15 per year; via USPS, $29 per year (cheap!). 
Questions? Telephone (617) 723-3584, fax (617) 437-1886 or 
e-mail: BostonInformer@cs.com. Check us out on the Web at 
www.bostoninformer.com! 


PO Box 51473 - Boston, MA 02205-1473 


Keep up on news, events, irony. 
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Rising sea level will engulf Boston except 
at the higher elevations 


Back Bay comes full circle in 2040 
Boats rule in the MBTA’s Focus 40 transit plan 
for the Back Bay 
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. Massport wants developers to in- 


. Anything will help the Seaport, but we 


You Were Asking 


. I understand the City of Boston is looking to solve 


the housing crisis by utilizing some of its vacant 
and unused property. Is this true? 


. Yes. The “Housing with Public Assets” program will 


create units for athletes in community centers (easy 
access to gymnasiums), condos for contractors in 1010 
Mass. Ave. to reduce time traveling to Inspectional 
Services and more. Also, some minimally used spaces 
will be rented out (parts of City Hall offices, library 
basements, roof areas) and some deep window ledges 
at the health centers are being considered. 


Q. I heard Hubway bike share provides valet parking. 


Isn’t that like taking the elevator at the fitness center? 


. Yes. To comply with the bike share City contract re- 


quirements, Hubway must create jobs, and 42% must 
be low-wage jobs like valet parkers. Riders can drop 
their bike wherever they see a valet (tips encouraged) 
instead of going to a station. Valets then ride to the 
station, returning by foot to wherever they choose. 
Each valet spends most of the day wasting time riding 
and walking aimlessly. 


. With Autonomous Vehicles about to take over 


Boston’s streets, I hear all the time some residents 
want to continue experiencing driving on our great 
streets. How is the City dealing with this? 


. The City Council is considering setting aside a 


2-square-mile block in the city restricted to non-au- 
tonomous cars (admission fee TBD). The designated 
streets will have utility-work closures, potholes, a 
few operating traffic signals and bus and truck traf- 
fic. Vehicles will be rented in 3-hour segments and 
various classes will be offered (clunkers, low riders, 
sports cars, luxury, etc.). 


clude “publicrealm improvements.” 
Any ideas? 





propose big & bold like this. 


. Is it true that, in spite of the three tidal floods in 


March, the BPDA is planning a small grassy park 
on Long Wharf near the Marriott Hotel? 


. Yes, although the park may have to grow seaweed in- 


stead of grass & may eventually become a wading pool. 


Q. Isanyone serious about a sea wall connecting the Har- 


bor Islands and the Airport to stop the rising ocean? 


. Yes, it would be like Venice or Rotterdam. A rough 


cost estimate is $25 billion. It could be funded as part 
of President Trump’s Mexican border wall and would 
keep out illegal foreigners in boats. 


Q. Is it legal for the BPDA to propose dimensions for a 


building onthe Downtown Waterfront which grossly 
exceed Chapter 91 allowable parameters even though 
there is no actual proposal from a developer? 


. Probably not. 


